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  The Old Bedford including Middle Level  Catchment Partnership 

 
The Old Bedford including Middle Level Water Catchment Partnership was established in 
2012 to bring together local partners who share an interest in the health of our local rivers 
and waterbodies.  The Partnership is hosted by Cambridgeshire ACRE.      
 

Our Vision  

 
The Old Bedford including Middle Level Catchment Partnership’s vision is that all the water 
bodies in the catchment will: 
• Be cleaner and healthier 
• Support more fish, birds, and other wildlife 
• Provide a more attractive amenity for people to enjoy 
• Be sensitively managed by everyone whose activities affect it 
• Continue to provide drainage and manage flood risk. 

 
 The Partnership will achieve this through:  
• Providing local evidence 
• Targeting and coordinating action 
• Identifying and accessing funding for improvements in the catchment 
 
The Old Bedford including Middle Level Catchment Partnership members: 

 

 

Lower Ouse and 
Fenland 
Fisheries 

Consultative 
Association  

 

  
 

 

  
  

 
 
Middle Level Watermen’s Club    

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/default.aspx
http://www.middlelevel.gov.uk/index.aspx
http://www.nfuonline.com/
http://www.wwt.org.uk/
https://www.waterways.org.uk/
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Welcome to our Catchment 

 
The Old Bedford including Middle Level Catchment falls within Cambridgeshire and West 
Norfolk and includes the market towns of Whittlesey, March, Ramsey and Chatteris. 
The catchment area is home to over 113,000 people (Nomis, 2011 census) and covers an 
area of approximately 921km2. It is a predominantly rural catchment with a long history of 
land drainage and forms part of the fenland region of East Anglia.   
 
Virtually all of the fenland in the Middle Level and Counter Drain Catchment is below sea 
level and a complex water management system is in place to maintain the drainage of the 
land and prevent flooding. This system is the responsibility of individual Internal Drainage 
Boards and the Middle Level Commissioners (district and major drains) working with the 
Environment Agency (main rivers). There are also many much smaller ditches and 
watercourses maintained on private land by land owners. All of the Middle Level is 
dependant on artificially pumped drainage to remove water from the land. 
 
Home to an array of habitats, the Old Bedford including Middle Level catchment supports 
diverse wildlife including fish, otters and water voles, as well as a wide variety of birdlife and 
other important wetland features. There are several nationally designated water-dependent 
sites in the catchment including the Ouse Washes Ramsar, SAC, SPA and SSSI, Woodwalton 
Fen SSSI which is part of the Fenland SAC, Holme Fen SSSI and Upwood Meadows SSSI. 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Godwits at WWT Welney                            Great White Egret at WWT Welney 
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Map of waterbodies in the  Old Bedford including Middle Level Catchment   

 
 
Figure 1 - 2015 Water Framework Directive (WFD) Baseline Classification
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 A starting point:  The Water Framework Directive 

 
  
The Water Framework Directive 
The Environment Agency has assessed all rivers in England and Wales for fish, plants, insects, 
algae and other indicators, including phosphate and dissolved oxygen levels, to support the 
implementation of the Water Framework Directive (WFD). This characterises our water 
bodies in terms of ecology and water quality. 
 
There are five grades for a water body’s ecological status: High, Good, Moderate, Poor and 
Bad. Only water bodies reaching ‘Good’ status or above are said to be meeting the required 
Water Framework Directive standards. 
 
A note on the ecological classification of the water bodies in the catchment: 
The first classifications were produced in 2009 of 16 waterbodies and this is known as the 
baseline data from which everything must improve or stay the same (no deterioration). 
However, the nature of Fenland watercourses was not taken into account in the baseline 
data and this led to some water bodies being misclassified as canals and illogical water body 
boundaries. Issues with the classification also arose due to the monitoring points used for 
classification. The next classification took place in 2015 and involved a change in water body 
boundaries (down to 6 waterbodies) and more suitable monitoring locations being used.  
 
 
All six waterbodies in the Catchment were classified in 2015 as moderate in status.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ouse Washes in flood                                   The Relief Channel at Denver 



 

- 6 - 

Old Bedford & Middle Level – Individual 2015 Waterbody Element Classifications Oct 2016 
 
(RNAG: Reasons for Not Achieving Good) 
 

  
 NB:  the Middle Level waterbody consists of several large and smaller drains which have 
been classified as one large waterbody. The information above is based on samples taken 
from monitoring points in various drains across the waterbody with the lowest reading 
determining the status for the entire waterbody.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Waterbody:  GB205033000050 Middle Level

Rank: 10 Fish
Invertebrate

s

Macros & 

Phytos
Ammonia

Dissolved 

Oxygen
Phosphate Hydrology

Mitigation 

Measures 

Assessment

Overall WB 

High Moderate Good Good Good DNSG Mod/less Moderate

Diffuse RNAGs

Flow RNAGs

Invasives RNAGs

Phys-Mod RNAGs Y Y

Point source RNAGs

Waterbody:  GB205033000060 Old Bedford River / River Delph (inc The Hundred Foot Washes)

Rank: 27 Fish
Invertebrate

s

Macros & 

Phytos
Ammonia

Dissolved 

Oxygen
Phosphate Hydrology

Mitigation 

Measures 

Assessment

Overall WB 

Moderate Good Not assessed Good Bad High High Mod/less Moderate

Diffuse RNAGs

Flow RNAGs Y Y

Invasives RNAGs

Phys-Mod RNAGs Y Y Y

Point source RNAGs

Waterbody:  GB105033043140 Bury Brook

Rank: 38 Fish
Invertebrate

s

Macros & 

Phytos
Ammonia

Dissolved 

Oxygen
Phosphate Hydrology

Mitigation 

Measures 

Assessment

Overall WB 

Poor Not assessed High Bad Bad Sup Good Mod/less Moderate

Diffuse RNAGs Y Y Y

Flow RNAGs Y Y Y

Invasives RNAGs

Phys-Mod RNAGs Y Y Y

Point source RNAGs Y Y Y Y

Waterbody:  GB205033000030 Counter Drain (Upwell and Outwell IDB)

Rank: 38 Fish
Invertebrate

s

Macros & 

Phytos
Ammonia

Dissolved 

Oxygen
Phosphate Hydrology

Mitigation 

Measures 

Assessment

Overall WB 

Good Good Not assessed Good Moderate High Sup Good Mod/less Moderate

Diffuse RNAGs

Flow RNAGs

Invasives RNAGs

Phys-Mod RNAGs Y Y

Point source RNAGs
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Catchment Issues 

 
1. Low dissolved oxygen levels 
Low levels of dissolved oxygen (DO) 
are a particular problem in The R 
Delph/Old Bedford and Bury Brook 
(WFD status: bad) and occasional 
events occur in other waterbodies of 
the Middle Level   
 
1.1 R Delph & Old Bedford: Low DO in 
the Delph/Old Bedford Rivers has 
been an ongoing issue for many years 
and resulted in fish kills in the past.  It 
is believed to be caused by the slow 
flow and infrequent turn over of water 
within the river channel resulting in 
stratification of oxygen levels. A lower 
layer of DO depleted water develops 
in the river channel where 
microorganisms use up the DO to decompose             May 2012 flooding of the Ouse Washes 
organic matter and aquatic organisms use it for respiration.                                                        
This is also more apparent in warm weather because the solubility of oxygen decreases as 
temperature increases and microorganisms flourish. A sudden increase in flow such as a 
large rainfall event can turn this water column over releasing the low DO water into the 
upper layers and resulting in fish kills. Other factors such as stagnating field water from 
summer floods draining into the system plus higher nutrient levels with resulting algal  
 
 
 

Waterbody:  GB205033000020 Counter Drain (Manea and Welney IDB)

Rank: 38 Fish
Invertebrate

s

Macros & 

Phytos
Ammonia

Dissolved 

Oxygen
Phosphate Hydrology

Mitigation 

Measures 

Assessment

Overall WB 

Good High Not assessed High High High Sup Good Mod/less Moderate

Diffuse RNAGs

Flow RNAGs

Invasives RNAGs

Phys-Mod RNAGs Y Y

Point source RNAGs

Waterbody:  GB205033000010 Counter Drain (Sutton and Mepal IDB incl. Cranbrook Drain)

Rank: 55 Fish
Invertebrate

s

Macros & 

Phytos
Ammonia

Dissolved 

Oxygen
Phosphate Hydrology

Mitigation 

Measures 

Assessment

Overall WB 

Moderate High Not assessed Poor Good High Sup Good Mod/less Moderate

Diffuse RNAGs Y Y

Flow RNAGs

Invasives RNAGs

Phys-Mod RNAGs Y Y Y

Point source RNAGs Y Y
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blooms may also be contributing. There are also deep pools created by the scouring of the 
river bed after bridges which in some cases are full of peat.  “Welney Pool” immediately 
downstream of Welney Delph Bridge is believed to be as much as 8m deep and contains 
ancient peat or newly formed peats which, if disturbed, could cause sudden depletion of DO.  
                                                                                  
1.2 Bury Brook: is another slow flowing, sediment heavy river.  High phosphate levels from a 
mix of field run off and waste water treatment lead to algal blooms and eutrophication of 
the water.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   Sediment covered filamentous algae in Bury Brook 
 
These issues are complex and often require a multi-partnership approach. LOFFCA are 
currently monitoring DO levels along the Ouse Washes using monitoring equipment supplied 
by the Environment Agency.  The partnership has also expressed concern to the Ouse 
Washes Strategy Group (along with a number of possible solutions to trial) and the 
Environment Agency are now  proposing a working group to look into the potential for 
resolving this ongoing issue.  
Action: The Partnership will support this group and continue supporting the Environment 
Agency in monitoring and observational reporting.  
Action: The Partnership will support the establishment of a Bury Brook RiverCare group or 
other volunteer based group to encourage public involvement in improving the health of 
this river.  
  
2. Point source pollution refers to contaminants that enter a waterway from a single, 
identifiable source, such as a pipe or ditch. In rural areas, point source pollution may come 
from a leaking slurry tank or a faulty septic tank. Disposals to land, including pesticides, 
which cause groundwater pollution, are also classed as point source pollution. 
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2.1 Point source pollution from sewage treatment works (STWs) – a cross catchment 
problem:  STWs return treated effluent to watercourses; these can be high in phosphorous 
and ammonia which can be harmful to aquatic wildlife. The Environment Agency is aware of 
which works are contributing phosphates/ammonia into the waterbodies in significant 
quantities, it needs to be noted that many STWs do not exceed their permit limits on  
average but there may be fluctuations over a year in levels discharged.  It is unlikely that 
Anglian Water will be able to install phosphate strippers at all of the sites causing concern  
due to high initial and subsequent running costs – additionally some of the STWs causing 
concern already have them in situ.  
 
Sewage treatment works and associated waterbodies of particular concern are:  
 

Sewage Treatment Work Discharges into Ultimate Waterbody affected 

Benwick R. Nene (Old Course)  Middle Level 

Chatteris Nightlayers Drain Middle Level  

Somersham  Cranbrook Drain Counter Drain (Sutton & Mepal) 

Oldhurst Bury Brook Bury Brook 

 
In addition there is a new STW being installed in the parish of Wood Walton which will finally 
discharge into the Great Raveley Drain and may have an impact on the phosphate levels on 
Wood Walton Fen SSSI – baseline and further phosphate monitoring here would be useful to 
establish the future effect of the new STW. Anglian Water is implementing the removal of 
phosphate laden sediment in key drains to mitigate against this. There are as yet no plans for 
ongoing maintenance or monitoring of the effects of the STW. This is something the 
Partnership could support.  
Action: The Partnership will assist in the gathering of evidence such as further sampling of 
phosphate levels up and downstream of STWs, identification of upstream diffuse 
phosphate sources and the effect of raised phosphate levels on the water courses 
concerned.  It will look at ways if increasing this kind of activity across the catchment. 
Action: We will aim for better engagement with Anglian Water planning cycles and 
develop  a positive, collaborative  approach to dealing with discharge issues.  
Action:  The Partnership will develop better links with the Great Fen and seek to support 
their work where possible, in particular looking at the effects of the new Woodwalton 
STW on the phosphate levels of water entering the site.  
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3. Diffuse pollution is pollution arising from rural and urban land-use activities spread across 
a catchment or sub-catchment. Each individual input may be small but collectively across a 
catchment can have a significant affect.  

 In urban areas run off from hard surfaces e.g. roads draining into surface drains and 
ultimately water courses, incorrectly connected waste water pipes in homes and 
sewerage failure in heavy rainfall events can add toxic chemicals, phosphates and oil 
into fresh water. “Pop up” car wash facilities can also be a problem as they are often 
incorrectly connected to the drainage system.  

 In rural areas diffuse pollution is caused by runoff from fields and other green spaces, 
septic tank run off and damaged river banks by grazing animals (“poaching”)      

 
                                                                                                 
3.1 Field run off and sediment: the catchment is predominantly rural and farming is an 
economically important activity.  Farmers do not want their soil or costly fertilisers ending 
up in the watercourses due to rainfall run off but this has been identified as a problem 
across the catchment and coupled with low flowing water leads to excessive levels of 
sediment building up in the waterbodies. This does not support good biodiversity as  
invertebrates and fish cannot flourish in thick layers of sediment, it impacts on the drainage 
role of the watercourses and the sediment acts as a phosphate/nitrogen sink which, if 
disturbed can release damaging levels of these nutrients into the water.  
 
Under the existing (2016-17) Countryside Stewardship scheme (CS) much of the catchment 
has been identified as a Water Quality Priority area with parts being allocated a high priority; 
see map below. High priority status refers to the need to reduce diffuse pollution from 
agriculture and relates to phosphate, sediment and morphology issues.   
 

 
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx Nov 16 
 
Red areas= high water quality priority areas 
Yellow areas = medium water quality priority areas 
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Depending upon their location farmers are able to apply for funding through the CS scheme 
to make changes to improve biodiversity, water quality, flood risk or the landscape.  
 
The Catchment also benefits from advice from Natural England’s Catchment Sensitive 
Farming programme (CSF) which can assist farmers with making changes to their farms to 
benefit soil and river health and accessing Countryside Stewardship funds. The future of this 
funding is uncertain as it originates from our membership of the European Union.  
 
The CSF currently runs workshops, events and gives 1: 1 advice for farmers and land owners.  
Action:  The Partnership will support the work of the Catchment Sensitive Farming advisor 
across the Catchment through the promotion and part funding/hosting of events for the 
foreseeable future. 
 
3.2 The Ouse Washes and Wood Walton Fen Diffuse Pollution Plan 
 From 2015 onwards NE and EA are committed to implementing a Diffuse Pollution Plan for 
both the Ouse Washes and Wood Walton Fen:  
“Inappropriate levels of nutrients from diffuse pollution in combination with inappropriate 
water levels from flooding have adversely affected the extent/composition of vegetation 
communities on the washes. Resulting changes to the grassland mosaic has potential to  
affect the notified bird interests by destroying habitat suitable for many of the birds that 
visit or breed at the site”  
Site Improvement Plan: Ouse Washes, Natural England 2014 
Individual partners are involved with this plan but how other Partnership members could 
support or influence this work is unsure. 
Action: It will be important for the Partnership to establish how the two Diffuse Water 
Pollution Plans are to be delivered and what the roles for Partnership members are in this. 
 
4. Biodiversity 
 
4.1 Multi-partnership wildlife groups:  There are many initiatives and plans aimed at 
improving wildlife operating in the Catchment involving a multi partnership approach. These 
are mostly influencing group and do not take part in direct delivery. They include:  

 Fens for the Future: a group of related organisations working to implement a vision 
for Fenland ecology 

 The Campaign for the Farmed Environment: the CFE Local Liaison Group (LLG) 
produces a Local Priority Plan (LPP). 

 Wildlife Friendly Farming: an RSPB initiative with local advisors  

 Natural Cambridgeshire - The Local Nature Partnership:  strategic influencing though 
a multi stakeholder group  

Action: Catchment partners are involved in many of these and can keep CP partners 
informed of key activities.  
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4.2 Middle Level Biodiversity Action Plans:   The Middle Level Commissioners Biodiversity 
Action Plan provides guidance for conservation work taking place in the catchments IDBs. 
The Commissioners have a statutory duty to further nature conservation and each IDB has 
its own individual action plan which ties in with an overarching strategy and plan.  New 
Biodiversity Action Plan targets are currently being developed in conjunction with ADA 
(Association of Drainage Authorities) to be in line with the Government’s Biodiversity 2020 
objectives and the Water Framework Directive. Potential focus for new targets could  
include support for the creation of drain margins that improve habitats for wildlife and also 
the development of volunteer support for biodiversity project survey and recording.  
The ambition of the targets set will be dependant upon sourcing external funding.  
Action: The Partnership will support the Middle Level Commissioners to look for and 
access appropriate funding one of these activities.  
 
4.3 Invasive non-native species 
Invasive non-native species (INNS) are thought to be the second largest threat to global 
biodiversity after habitat loss.      
 
In the Old Bedford including Middle Level catchment, non-native invasive species include the 
American mink, mitten crabs, water fern Azolla filiculoides. These and other potential 
arrivals, such as Floating Pennywort Hydrocotyle ranunculoides, New Zealand Pigmyweed  
Crassula helmsii and Parrot’s Feathers Myriophyllum aquaticum, present threats of varying 
degrees to the ecology and diversity of the catchment.  
 
The Environment Agency Catchment Plan for the Old Bedford including Middle Level 
October 2016 and Middle Level Commissioners have identified the following invasive species 
across the catchment as follows: 
 
 
 
Cont. 
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    : Localised, small numbers or occasional 
 : Widespread  
 

Species Middle 
Level 

Delph/Old 
Bedford 

Bury 
Brook 

Counter 
Drain: 
Manea & 
Welney  

Counter 
Drain: 
Upwell  

Counter 
Drain: 
Sutton & 
Mepal 

Mitten Crab       

Zebra Mussel       

Dikerogammarus 
haemobaphes 

      

Japanese 
Knotweed 

       

Azolla 
filiculoides 

       

Himalayan 
Balsam 

       

American Mink        

Signal Crayfish         

Giant Hogweed       

 
 
The Catchment Partnership can support both the Environment Agency and Middle Level 
Commissioners to raise public awareness of the threat these species present to and what to 
do if they are spotted in watercourses. 
Action: the Partnership will use partnership contacts and social media to run an awareness 
raising campaign targeting the local boating public and conservation groups. 
 
 4.4 Developing better links: the Partnership needs to investigate how it could benefit the 
Great Fen Project and The Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire Wildlife 
Trust.  Both organisations have not been fully engaged with the Partnership for some time 
and both organisations could be approached again to establish what they need from the 
Partnership in order to maintain their interest.  
Action: the Partnership will approach both organisations to discuss their priorities and 
how/if the Partnership can support them. 
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5.  Water for Recreation 
 
5.1 Angling: The catchment contains some 
excellent coarse fishing and anglers often act as 
“eyes and ears” of the watercourses. The Angling 
Trust/Lower Ouse and Fenland Fisheries 
Consultative Forum (LOFFCA) are well represented 
on the Partnership and have identified the 
following main areas for concern: 

 Low dissolved oxygen levels on the Ouse 
Washes  

 Illegal fishing and poaching activities     

 Water Resources and the need to  support 
good river ecology  

 Maintaining River Fishing and Access.     
LOFFCA are considering developing a strategic 
plan and the partnership could work closely with this to align priorities.  There are several 
other fishing clubs and social media platforms in the catchment which the partnership could 
develop better links with. The information network provided by these groups such as 
Fenland River Watch provides valuable evidence for all organisations who manage the 
catchment watercourses and could be used to promote partner messages more widely.  
Action: Work with LOFFCA to align priorities and identify one main project to develop and 
potentially deliver through the partnership 
Action: Develop better links with angling clubs throughout the catchment and make better 
use of social media platforms for sharing advice, information and key messages.     
 
5.2 Navigation: the Middle Level Commissioners are the navigation authority for the 

watercourses in the Middle Level; the Old and New Bedford River and the Forty Foot 
River east of Horseway Lock are managed by the Environment Agency.  Main routes 
include: 

 The Middle Level Link Route which enables boats to pass through the catchment 
from the Nene in Peterborough to the River Ouse at Denver.  

 The New Bedford River is navigable but tidal; the Old Bedford River has navigation 
rights but at present is not easily navigated due to a silted up/weed choked channel. 

 The Fens Waterway Link is an Environment Agency led project which aims to link the 
Cathedral towns of Lincoln, Peterborough and Ely for boaters. This will require the 
creation of new waterways, the upgrading of boating facilities ,the improvement of 
others for navigation - such as the Forty Foot Drain , opening of Welches Dam and 
development of the Denver Complex hub. The exact route has been appraised but as 
yet has not been released by the EA.   
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 Project Hereward's New Dawn: is a partnership between EAWA and Peterborough 
branch of the IWA and campaigns to re-open the Middle Level southern navigation 
link from the River Nene to the Great Ouse via the Forty Foot River through 
Horseway Lock and Welches Dam. The project relies upon volunteers and needs to 
raise several million pounds to provide vital repairs to the channel.  

 A pilot scheme is in development with the EA to use volunteers at key sites (one of 
which is the Denver Sluice Complex) to provide safe, well used and welcoming 
facilities for boaters and other visitors to enjoy.    

       Action: to be discussed 
 

5.3 The Block Fen/Langwood Fen minerals extraction: there are large deposits of gravel and 
sand in the Earith/Mepal area of the Catchment which are required for local house and road 
building.  The Masterplan for reparation after this extraction includes the creation of flood 
water storage reservoirs and the restoration of some areas into lowland wet grassland 
adjacent to the Ouse Washes.  It is also hoped that the large lakes created will be available 
for a variety of recreational use (some are already used by anglers) and the associated 
alterations to the Forty Foot Drain would improve it for navigation.  
  

5.4: Local communities and volunteering:  the scope for greater community involvement in 
the local waterways is great but there are limitations. Many of the waterways are 
difficult/dangerous to access and have essential flood management functions which mean 
classic river restoration approaches using volunteers are difficult to deliver in this 
catchment. Many partner organisations are currently using volunteers (RSPB, MLC, WWT  
Welney, LOFFCA, Great Fen and Wildlife Trust BCN)) and there are a number of new 
community based projects in development which will boost community engagement with 
their local water environments. Local Authorities are also looking at how volunteers can be 
used to support their work.   
Action: the partnership will encourage community involvement with their water courses   

through sharing information about volunteering opportunities. How this will be achieved 

needs further discussion. 

 

6. Flood Risk Management 
 
Tidal and fluvial (river/watercourse) flooding are the major flood risks in our catchment. The 
entire catchment is reliant on water level management through the conveyance and 
pumping of water to prevent major flooding events. The Middle Level Commissioners/IDBs 
and EA control this complex process and the role of Catchment Partnership is to support this 
work if/when requested.  The current Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (2015 – 2002) 
states: 
“Currently, and for the next 20 years there is very good news for this area as the current 
standards of protection provided by the defences is very high, between 1 in 120 years (0.8% 
chance of flooding in any one year) to 1 in 500 years (0.2%). According to current climate  
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change projections, in future years water levels may be higher in the Great Ouse Tidal River 
and New Bedford River, which will lead to an increase in flood risk. It is important to note 
that there is not likely to be a significant change in flood risk until towards the end of the 100 
year period” 
In addition it is estimated that around 23,100 homes in Cambridgeshire (not all in the 
catchment) are also potentially at risk from surface water flooding. 
 
6.1: Organisations and strategies: there are number of partnerships and authorities involved 
in flood risk management with the main ones in Cambridgeshire below: 
  

 Name  Who  Responsible for 

Flood Risk Management 
Authority (FMAs) 

Any organisation 
concerned with flood 
risk e.g. EA, Anglian 
Water, IDBs,  Local 
authorities, CCC 

Delivering flood risk management 
activities and membership of Flood 
Risk Management Partnership 

Lead Local Flood Authority Cambridgeshire County 
Council (CCC) 

Coordinating flood risk 
management. Leads Flood Risk 
Management Partnership. 

Flood Risk Management 
Partnerships 

FMAs plus  police, fire 
and rescue 

Producing and implementing the 
Flood Risk Management Strategy 

Cambridgeshire & 
Peterborough Local 
Resilience Forum 

All organisations who 
deal with emergency 
situations 

Planning for and implementing 
emergency flood action 

Regional Flood and Coastal 
Committee 

Environment Agency, 
LLFA 

Prioritising actions and funding for 
flood and coastal defence 

 
The above have produced a range of guidance and strategies relevant to our catchment:  

 Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (2015 – 2020): sets out the roles and 
responsibilities of flood risk management partners within the County. Produced by 
Flood Risk Management Partnership. 

 Strategic Flood Risk Assessments (various dates):  identifies very local areas prone to 
flooding, mostly for planning purposes. Produced by District Councils. Feeds into 
document below. 

 Cambridgeshire Strategic Surface Water Management Plan (2015): mostly surface 
water flooding issues - identifies “wetspots” within the County. Detailed plans for 
each wetspot.  Produced by County Council. 

 Flood Risk Management Plans:   information on flood risk for the Anglian river basin 
district from 2015 to 2021 and a summary of the aims and actions needed to manage 
the risk. Produced by Environment Agency. 
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 6.1.1 March: has been identified as the third top priority local wetspot in the 
Cambridgeshire Strategic Surface Water Management Plan due to localised flooding from 
pluvial (surface water run off). Cambridgeshire Flood and Water Team are working to 
address some of these priority areas within the Town and develop a local Community Flood 
Group . 
Action: To support the formation of a March community Flood Group and look at the 
potential of developing a project to help reduce surface water flooding issues in the Town.  
  
6.2 Natural Flood Management: what natural flood management would consist of in an 

artificially pumped catchment is a question currently being debated by the water level 

managers in the catchment. One area for potential intervention exists in the west of the 

catchment where there is the potential for slowing down brooks coming off the “highlands” 

to the west which flow into the Catchwater Drain but would require good engagement with 

the local landowners.  Need information about the intended Forty Foot Drain project here 

Action: consider whether this project is a priority and how we could start the engagement 

with landowner process. 

 

 

Overleaf for Action Plan.
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The Old Bedford including Middle Level Action Plan April 2017 

Action Cleaner & 

healthier 

water 

Supports 

more wildlife 

Provides an 

attractive 

amenity 

Supports 

drainage & 

flood 

management 

Short, 

medium or 

long term 

Priority External 

funding 

needed 

Who? 

Support low DO group 

once established by EA 

    Long  Y DO 

working 

group 

Continue to monitor DO 

levels 

    Ongoing  N LOFFCA 

Increase levels of 

phosphate sampling 

    Medium  N CP host 

Engage with Anglian 

Water planning cycle 

     Short  N CP 

Working 

group  

Increase engagement 

with Great Fen & 

Wildlife Trust BCN 

    Short  N CP host 

Support increase 

phosphate sampling at 

WoodWalton/Great Fen 

    Long  Y CP host 

Support Catchment 

Sensitive Farming events 

    Short  N CP host & 

partners 

Establish Partnership 

support for Diffuse 

    Long  N CP host & 

EA 
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Water Pollution plans 

Action Cleaner & 

healthier 

water 

Supports 

more wildlife 

Provides an 

attractive 

amenity 

Supports 

drainage & 

flood 

management 

Short, 

medium or 

long term 

Priority External 

funding 

needed 

Who? 

Support MLC with 

delivery of biodiversity 

action plans 

    Long  Y MLC & 

host 

Run INNNS awareness 

campaign 

    Short  N CP host 

Develop a LOFFCA 

priority project 

    Long  Y LOFFCA & 

CP host 

Develop better links 

with angling community 

to share partner 

information 

    Short  N CP host & 

al 

partners 

Develop surface water 

project for March 

     Medium    Y CP host, 

LLFA 

Consider Catchwater 

drain NFM project 

    Long  Y MLC, EA, 

CP host, 

NFU 

 

 


